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Protecting the public: Licensing, regulation, and the exams

Why 
licensing 
matters 

... provides the consumer 
with an assurance of 

qualifications of licensees 
along with a means of 

enforcement for the benefit 
of the public with the 

ultimate goal  
of public protection. 

Why an exam?

Necessary for  
public protection

Essential component  
of licensing decisions

Legally defensible threshold  
of minimum competence

Resources
•	 The New Social Worker article: I have my social work degree—Why do I have to take an exam to get a license?

•	 Link to aswb.org: Spotlight on Regulation

•	 association news article: Government regulation: The three E’s 

https://www.socialworker.com/feature-articles/education--credentials/i-have-my-social-work-degree-why-take-exam-to-get-license/
https://www.aswb.org/regulation/spotlight-on-regulation/
https://www.aswb.org/government-regulation/


Contributing to the conversation: Exam pass rate data

The ASWB Board of Directors passed a motion in November 2021 to gather, analyze, and release examination performance data in order to contribute to the 

conversation around diversity, equity, and inclusion while maintaining ASWB’s public protection mandate.

The 2022 ASWB Exam Pass Rate Analysis is an important starting point in a collective process to better help all test-takers 

be equally prepared for success on the examinations. By establishing a baseline, these data will enable a conversation 

about how the profession collectively gets from where we are now to where we want to be. In this new analysis, we 

observe that pass rates for some demographic groups are lower than for others, highlighting the need to identify 

potential steps that ASWB can take to address these differences while adhering to the public protection mandate that 

guides its mission.

Roxroy A. Reid, MSW, Ph.D., LCSW 
President

Stacey Hardy-Chandler, Ph.D., J.D., LCSW 
Chief Executive Officer

Resources
•	 Contributing to the conversation: 2022 Analysis of ASWB Examination Pass Rates

•	 Measuring competence fairly

•	 The New Social Worker article: How does ASWB guard against bias on the licensing exams

•	 Social Work Today article: Putting social work values to the test 

•	 Links to aswb.org news items: 

•	 ASWB releases data analysis on social work licensing exam

•	 Courageous conversations: Social Work Workforce Coalition’s first meeting brings leaders together

•	 Next steps in reenvisioning the exam

“

”

https://www.aswb.org/exam/contributing-to-the-conversation/
https://www.aswb.org/exam/measuring-social-work-competence/measuring-competence-fairly/
https://www.socialworker.com/feature-articles/education--credentials/aswb-guard-against-bias-social-work-licensing-exams/
https://www.socialworktoday.com/archive/MJ20p24.shtml
https://aswb.org/aswb-releases-data-analysis-on-social-work-licensing-exam-pass-rates/
https://www.aswb.org/courageous-conversationssocial-work-workforce-coalitions-first-meeting-brings-leaders-together/
https://www.aswb.org/next-steps-in-reenvisioning-the-exam/


Taking the next steps: ASWB initiatives

Resources
•	 Link to aswb.org: Exams for the future of social work 

•	 Link to aswb.org: Social Work Workforce Coalition

•	 Link to aswb.org: Exam resources for educators

•	 The New Social Worker article: What does the practice analysis have to do with questions on the ASWB exam?

Community input sessions 
and research studies

Exams for the future of social work

Exam resources for 
educators

https://www.aswb.org/exam/exams-for-the-future-of-social-work/
https://www.aswb.org/get-involved/committees/social-work-workforce-coalition/
https://www.aswb.org/exam/getting-ready-for-the-exam/exam-materials-for-faculty/
https://www.socialworker.com/feature-articles/education--credentials/practice-analysis-questions-aswb-exam/


Talking about the data

Encourage  
feedback via  

Exams for the  
Future of Social Work

Refer to the  
questions and answers  
on the next page

Send your questions to 
exam@aswb.org 

_
Listen and  

ask questions

Suggest requesting 
updates at 
Contributing to the 
Conversation

https://www.aswb.org/exam/exams-for-the-future-of-social-work/
https://www.aswb.org/exam/exams-for-the-future-of-social-work/
mailto:exam%40aswb.org?subject=
https://www.aswb.org/exam/contributing-to-the-conversation/
https://www.aswb.org/exam/contributing-to-the-conversation/


Questions and answers

What data is being published? 
ASWB published the following information to participate in the profession-wide conversation around data equity:

•	 2022 ASWB Exam Pass Rate Analysis, a report sharing an analysis of ten years’ worth of self-reported data, breaking it down by 

demographic subgroup across all five of ASWB’s social work licensing exams

•	 An interactive map sharing the demographic pass rate data by state and province

•	 Pass rate information for social work schools and programs

Find this information at Contributing to the Conversation.

What led to ASWB’s release of examination pass rate data?
On November 9, 2021, ASWB’s Board of Directors made the decision to gather, analyze, and release performance data for its 

examinations as part of an effort to integrate data equity principles into ASWB’s work. The Board’s decision also reflects a desire to 

contribute to the larger conversation about diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

How was the pass rate analysis conducted?
ASWB contracted with the Human Resources Research Organization (HumRRO), an applied research company with a long history in 

the professional licensure space, to conduct the analyses. HumRRO worked with testing vendor, Pearson VUE, to establish the proper 

methodology for the project because ASWB had not analyzed self-reported test-taker data in this way. The full methodology is available 

in the 2022 ASWB Exam Pass Rate Analysis.

What is ASWB doing to help all test-takers have equal opportunity to succeed on the exam?
ASWB’s commitment to inclusion is evident in the exam development process, which is continual and includes many checks and balances 

along the way. In line with that commitment, the association is taking actions to refine and enhance exam development and delivery and 

to advance diversity, equity, and inclusion by:

•	 Evaluating all aspects of the licensure exam process beginning with an in-depth review of the item development process and then 

completing a comprehensive, user-centered investigation of test-takers’ experiences

•	 Offering a suite of exam resources for social work educators

https://www.aswb.org/exam/contributing-to-the-conversation/ 
https://www.aswb.org/aswbs-board-of-directors-approves-initiative-to-release-examination-performance-data/
https://www.aswb.org/exam/contributing-to-the-conversation/ 
https://www.aswb.org/exam/getting-ready-for-the-exam/exam-materials-for-faculty/


•	 Developing the Social Work Workforce Coalition of leaders from U.S. and Canadian social work organizations to represent 

a diversity of voices to provide input into the exam creation process

•	 Hosting community input sessions in late 2022 to expand the range of perspectives involved in the creation of the next 

iteration of the exams that will be available in 2025

•	 Launching the Social Work Census, an in-depth survey of hundreds of thousands of social workers conducted to better 

understand who today’s social work practitioners are and what they do.

Learn more about ASWB’s initiatives at Exams for the Future of Social Work.

Will ASWB continue to release data in the future? 
Yes. ASWB is committed to sharing data annually.

https://www.aswb.org/get-involved/committees/social-work-workforce-coalition/
https://www.aswb.org/exam/exams-for-the-future-of-social-work/

