
  
 
ALLOCATION OF NURSING RESOURCES IN HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS  

The Missouri State Board of Nursing believes that the provisions of the State of Missouri Nursing Practice Act 
(1993) and its rules and regulations reflect the public policy of this state that its licensed nurses have a duty to 
faithfully serve the best interests of their patients.  

As an essential component of safeguarding patient health and safety, nurses must seek appropriate consultation 
and collaboration, as indicated, and ultimately exercise informed judgments about their own or other providers' 
education, knowledge, competency, and extent of clinical experience in  

a) accepting nursing responsibilities, or 
b) assigning or delegating nursing care activities to others.  

The Missouri State Board of Nursing believes that, within an environment of conflicting requirements, nurses have 
a responsibility to take initiative in facilitating and participating in the development of creative strategies that will 
preserve and promote the health and welfare of patients and their families.  

The Missouri State Board of Nursing further believes that nurses have a responsibility to engage in ongoing 
education and training in order to exercise a fuller range of competencies within the environments they choose to 
work. When nurses are expected to work in new settings outside their usual area of practice, adequate orientation, 
education, training and supervision are prerequisites to the development of competence.  
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