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Before the
Administrative Hearing Commlssmn
State of Missouri

STATE COMMITTEE OF 'PSAYCHOL'(_)GISTS, )
vPetit.ioner, ;
R | § No. 07-1379 PS
RONALD DICKER. i
Res.po_ndent. )
CONSENT ORDER

The Ilcensmg authonty F led a complamt Section 621.045, RSMo Supp. 2007, gives us
jurisdiction. .

On May 2, 2008 the parties filed a “Joint Motlon for Consent Order, Joint Stlpulatxon of Facts,
Waiver of Hearings Before the Admirnistrative Hearing Commission and State Committee of
Psychologists, and Disciplinary Order With Joint Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.”
‘Our review of the document shows that the parties have stipulated to certain facts and waived their nght
to a hearing before us. Because the parties have agreed to these facts, we incorporate them into this order
~andadopt them as stipulated, Buckner v. Buckner, 912 S.W. 2d 65, 70 (Mo. App., W.D. 1995). We

“conclude that the licensee is subject to discipline under § 337.035.2(5), (6), (13) and (15), RSMo 2000.

We incorporate the parties’ proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law into this Consent Order.-
We certnfy the record to the hcensmg agency under § 621.110, RSMo 2000.

“The only issue before this Commlssmn is whether the stipulated conduct constitutes cause to
- discipline the license. The appropriate disciplinary action is not within our power to decide; that is

* subjectto the hcensmg authorlty s decision or the parties’ agreement. Section 621.1 10 RSMo 2000.

No statute authorlzes us to determine whether the agency has complled with the provisions of
§ 621.045.3. RSMo Supp. 2007. We have no power to superintend agency compliance with statutory
procedures. Missouri Health Facilities Review Comm. v. Administrative Hearmg Comm’n, 700 S.W.
2d.445, 450 (Mo. banc I985) Therefore, we do not determme whether the agency complied with such

///‘,ZJ

SO ORDERED on May 6, 2008.

d
NI T CHAPEL, JR

Comm issioner
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ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING COMMISSION

STATE OF MISSOURI | ‘ A FIL

STATE COMMITTEE OF ) Mr o 2
PSYCHOLOGISTS ) DM
) CompeYE
. Siop AR
) o AAiNG
. Petitioner, )
)
v, ) No.07-1379 PS
o )
RONALD DICKER )
Respondent. )

o “JOINT MOTION FOR CONSENT ORDER, JOINT STIPULATION OF FACTS; .
WAIVER OF HEARINGS BEFORE THE ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING COMMISSION
AND STATE COMMITTEE OF PSYCHOLOGISTS, AND DISCIPLINARY ORDER

- WITH JOINT PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW - -

' 'Pnrsnant td the ru’les- geVerning practice and proeedure before the Adrnmi‘strative Hearing -
Commlssmn (“Commlssmn”) I CSR 15 3. 440(3) and pursuant to the terms of § 53'6.060' |
RSMo as 1t is made apphcable to the Commlssxon by § 621 135, RSMo (2000) Ronald chker :
(“chker”) and the State Commlttee of Psychologlsts (“Comm1ttee”) hereby waxve the rlght toa
hearr_ng of the_ abpve~styled case before the Commission and, addltlonally, the right to a
dlsc1plmary hearing _ibefdre the 'Cornmittee pursu’ant to ' 621.1 10, _RSMd (20005, and jointly -
StinUIate' to the facts".an‘d consent to the in.tr)ds.itionb of discipl“inary aetion against .the “
Respondent S psychologlst license for v1olat10ns of statutes and lawful rules and regulations set L

E ‘forth below

! All statutory references are to Missouri Revised Statutes 2000, unless otherwise indicated.
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ReSpondeﬁt acknowiedges that he has received and reviewed a copy of the Complaint
~ filed by the Committee in this case, and the parties submit to the jurisdictien of the Co-mmi.ssion.v

- Respondent acknowledges that he is aware of the various rights and privileges afforded
him by law, including the right to appear and be represented by counsel; the right to have a coby
of the Cemplaint served upon him by the Commission prior to the entering of its order; the right
A te have all charges against Respondent_ proven upon the record 'by competent and substantial
“ evidence; the right ,to-cross-exafnine any witness appearing at the hearing against Respondeht;
' the right te present_ evidence On}Resl‘)onde_nt’s_0wn behalf at t'hel hearing; the ri_ght toa de_cision
- upon the feeord of the hearing by a faif and impartial Commiseioner_ concerning the vcompiaint ,'

‘pending against Respondent; and the right to a ruling on questions of law by a Commissioner.. E

Being aware of these rights provided the Respondent by operation of law, Respondent knowingly =

and voluntarily wai“ves each and 'every one of these rights and freely enters into this Joint Motion

for Consent Order, Joint Stipulation of Facts, Waiver of Hearings Befere the Administrative

-Hearing Cpmrriission and State Committee of Psychologists. and_‘Disciplinarv Order with Joint

- Proposed F indi_mzs of Fact and Concluéions of Law ( “J_oint Stipulation”) and agrees to abideby | -

the terms of this document as they pertain to Respondent.

~ JOINT PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT
" Based upon ithe foregoing, the Committee and Dickerjo’intly stipulate to the following‘ -

and requeSt that the Commission adopt as its own the Joint Proposed Findings of Fact and the

T

Joint Propos_ed Conclusions of Law as the Commission’s Findings of Fact and Conclus'ions of

Law: ‘



“

>

i.  The State Committée of Psychoiogisté is an agency of the state of Ivﬁssour_i created
and existiﬁg pursuant to § 337.050, RSMo, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of §§
- .°337.010 tb 337.093, RSMo, relating to psychologists. | |
2. Respondent, Ronald Dicker is licensed by the Committee as a psychologist,
- License No.‘ 01098. Dicker’s licéﬁse is current and active, and was so at all times relevant
herein. |

3. Dicker practices ps.ychol.ogy at 9374 Olive Blvd., Suite 103, St. Louis, Missouri.

4. Dicke;‘ entered-into éﬁs&chologist /patient relationship_with patient ME in March
of 1996, |

5. . Dicker prov.ided family therapy to M.E. and 'her family from Marc_h of 1996,
through January of 1997, o |

6. Dicﬂker’ provided individual therapy to M.E. f_rérﬁ_]énuary 25, 1997, to August 21,
. 1999. | N

'7. . Atthetime the psychblogist/patient relationShip was initiated between Dicker and
ME., ME was employe(i as a teacher at the same schoql WHer_e Diéker’é wife was erriployed :
and Dicker’s children attended.

8. ' f During the coufse of his treatment of M.E., Dicker dis_closed pcrsorial vinforr_r‘xati(.m
| to.M.'E. becausé of fhe multiple relatibnshipdesc.ribed aﬁoVe.

9. During the cou‘rsevqf ihvis treatment of ME, at thg invitation of M.E.;;. Dicker |
:.a'tten.de'(_i an open ﬁouse at the home‘ of M.E. |

10. ~ In December of 1999, four months after therapy was terminated, at the request of



'M.E., Dicker agreed to provide suppd_rt for MLE.

'1‘1. . Shortly theteaﬁer, M.E. began calling Dicker at home to discuss'psrsonal and
social mattérsg M.E. visited Dicker’s office unannou‘nced to bring him coffee and food; ME
..proffer_ed, and Dicker accepted, a gift from M.E;‘Dickér profferéd, and MLE. accepted, a gift
from Dickér; and at M.E.’s ihvitétion, M.E. and Dickef had dinner together.”

127 - Dicker’s relationship with M.E. cbuldr_eésqf_iébly be expected to impsir Dicker’s
objectivity in treating M.E. -

| 13. 'Dickér,’s rélét_ionshib 'wi_th M.E. after termihétidn of therapy Wés quéntiall_y '
| exploitative.- . | |
| 14 Dicker kept no progress notes of the iﬁdiVidusl. sessions held w-ithM.E. f

1 5.. : During the peribd '_of time that Dicker wés prOVidiﬁg serincs to M.E},‘ Dickér saw

- approximately forty patients per week. Dicker kept nov p_rogreSs notes for any of his patients
| dpring fhis périod, othct _thari to no_te.thé dates that the sessiohs took place. |

| 16. Dickér had a r:ellAatiérjlshiAp of pfofessi.onal trust .and.cv;(-mﬁdencéb w1th ME ih fhat
k ME 're’lied_qaniciker asa liccrised psychologist to corriply ..wit'h the statutés,vregulatiOns and‘
: stan‘da‘lrd:. of cairé pertaining to the practice of psychology;‘_ o |

_ l7 Dicker’s ésndu¢t as .sét- fortﬁ herein peftaiﬁing to ME vjolates tﬁis prot‘"ess'ional
trust and confidence. | | :

18, ..Dicker’s conduct as set forth hefein demonstrated a general lack pf ability or lack .
N of dispo_s.itibf:l; tvo-u.se his ability_ to :berfqrm his professional i.iutie;st in é:r'nannér:csr-lsistent wii_h the .
statutés,.reg‘ulatidns and standard of care which é reason.able‘ ps&chologist would exercise in the

4-
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same Or a simiiar situation.

JOINT PROPOSED CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

19.  Dicker’s conduct as set forth in the Joint Proposed F indings of Fact violates 20
- CSR 2235-5.030(6), which states:

_ - (B) Multiple Relationship Affecting Psychologists
Judgment. The psychologist shall not undertake or continue a
“professional relationship with a client when the objectivity or
competency of the psychologist is, or could reasonably be expected

© to be impaired because of the psychologist’s present or previous

~ familial, social, sexual, emotional, financial, supervisory, political,
admmxstratlve or legal relationship with the client or a, relevant
person associated with or related to the chent

(C) Prohibited Relationships.
1. The psychologist, in interacting with any current client -
- or with a client to whom the psychologist has at anytime within the
~ previous ‘twenty-four * (24) months rendered counseling,
A psychotherapeutlc or other professional psychological services for -
~ the treatment or amelxoratlon of emotional distress or behavioral
- _madequacy, shall not enter into a financial or other potentlally
explmtatlve relatlonshlp with hlm/her/them

20, Dvick'er’s conduct as set forth in the Joint P_roposed‘Find_ings of Fact violates 4 CSR
23‘5‘-5.030(-3)(1‘3)1' which states:

(E)Mamtenance and Retention of Records. _
(1.) The psychologlsts rendering professional individual services -
to a client shall maintain professional records that include:
.- A. The presenting problem(s) or purpose or d1agnosns
-'B. Any assessment including test results or other evaluative
N results obtained and any basic test data from which they were
derived; : :
C. The date and description of each contact or service

5
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provided or pertaining to the client;

D. The nature, type and goals “of any psychologxcal

" interventions;

E. The fee arrangement;
'F. A copy of all test or other evaluative reports prepared as -
part of the professional relationship; : :
G. Notation and- results of formal consults with other
providers; and :
- H. Notation of referrals given or recommended to the client.

Dicker’s conduct as set forth in the Joint Proposed'Findi'ng's of Fact pertaining to

M.E. violates the professional trust and-confidence M.E. placed in Dicker.

22.
a general lack of ability or lack of dispbsition to use his ability to perform his professional duties

“ina manner consistent with the statutes, regulations and standard of care which a reasonable

‘ D_ic;kér’s conduct as set forth in the Joint Proposed Findings‘ of Fact demonstrated

'.psychologist would exercise in the same or a»simila'r situation.

23.

Cause exists for the Committee to discipline Dickeﬁépsychblbgy license pursuant

1o ' 337.035.2, RSMo, which states in part:

The committee may cause a complaint to be filed with the

" administrative hearing commission as provided by chapter 621,

RSMo, against any holder of any... license required by this
chapter... for any one or any combination of the following causes: -

_ (5) Inéo_mpetehcy ...inthe performance of the functions
or duties of any profession licensed or regulated by this chapter;

_ (6) Violation of... any provision of this chapter, or of any - .
lawful rule or regulation adopted pursuant to this chapter;



- J
- *(13) Violation of any professional trust or confidence; |

(15) Being guilty of unethical conduct as defined in
“Ethical Rules of Conduct” as adopted by the committee and filed
with the secretary of state. -

JOINT AGREED DISCIPLINARY ORDER

| Based on the fbregoing, the parties mutually agree and stipulatévthat the follbwing shall
E cc_)nstitute thc;. disciplinary order entered by the Committee in this mattef under_the‘ authority of
© § 621110, RSMo. |
) 1..' ~ The paffies jointly requeét thét thé Commission issue éconsent order finding tﬁét
“grounds exist under § 337.035.2, RSMo for the Cofnmiftee to discipline Dicker’é License. |
2 | AUpo.n' thé Corhmission’s_ .appr(‘)val of this joihf ”stipix_latiori aﬁd its iséﬁancé ofa
| consent.orde.r,} Diéker_"s psychologist license, License No. 01098, is. hereby'immcdiately placed l
~oon fROBATION "for'a period of thfe,é years (“di_sciplinary period’;),. ' 'Upo'nr the satisfaété_ry ‘
cérﬁplétio_n of the first two"y_ears of the disciplinary period, Dicker may petition the Commiftec to ».
N reconsider the fequirem;:ﬁt that he complete a third year of probafion. -."l.“he'deci_sio'r.l‘to fexﬁdve
v.the ?eduiréxﬁcnt of a third year éf ;.)£oba_tion. will' be at the sole" discretioﬁ of the Céni_miﬁee. :
| Duting biéker’s: p_fobat‘i_o’n; Dicker shall be entitled to engage in fﬁé’braétiée bfpsyt:hqlogy _L_mde.r' '
: Chéptér 337, RSMQ, p'rovided.he adhereé to all of the terms of this J éint_'Stipulgtién. fhc teﬁﬁg

. ofthe probatioﬁ_shall'be':‘ A
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

(1) Dickgr méy not serve as a supervisor for any psychological trginee,
psycﬁological intern, psychological res.ident, psychological assistaﬁt, or any
person unde‘rgoing supervision during the: course of obtaining licensure as a
psychologiSt, professional counselor, or social worker.
(2)  Dicker shall keep the Committeé appriséd at all times, in writing, of his
* current home and work addresses and telephone numbers. |
” (3) Di'cker is _requiréd to pay to the Co@ittee, in a vtimely fashidn, ail
requisite fegs required by law to renew and keep current his psychology licensein’
Missouri.
(4) i Dicker is required to comply with _all provisions of Chapter 337, RSMo, '
- the rules and. regulatiorns duly promulgat_ed by the Committee a'nd state and
“federal criminal laws. |
(5) -_Dicker musﬁ Vprovide periodic reports of his compliance with thiS |
-'agrégrrient-every three months. Reports must b'é. recéived bgfore March 1,Junel,
vSeptérhber 1, and Dece'r'nl-)er'l of each year.
(6) ‘At Dici{ef’é expense, Dicker must ag’rée to meet with the Comnﬁiftee_ at

~ reasonable intervals designated by the Committee.

' SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
(1 Dicker must complete a professional education course on the topic of i

ethics approved by the Committee. Such course must be taken in a department of

8



psychology from a program accredited' by the American Psychoiogical

. Association for graduate credit of no less than three (3) sernester hours. Dicker
must obtain a grade of B or higher in the course. Readings courses,
correspondence courses or independent study courses are unacceptable. Such
courses must be completed within one year of the effective ciate of this Joint

- Stipulbation

(2) Dicker must inform his employers, and ali hospitals, institutions, and
‘managed health care organiz_ations with which he is baftil.iated, that his work as a
professionol psychologist is undervprobation by the Commiittee..

'(3)  Dicker’s practice as a professional psychologistvshall be supervised on a
monthly basis by a psychologist approved‘ by the Cornmittee. Within 20 ousiness' |
days of the effective date of this order, Respondent shall submit no less than five
narnes of 'propose,d pSyChologist_s | who ‘will agree to provide supervision to
: Respo‘ndent..' Tne Committee may epprove one of the pSychologists or'rnay require'.:'
A- additional names to be submitted, which ‘Respondent shiali silbmit within 20 business

- days of the Comrnittee's request. Respondent must begin supervision within one
week of tlie_ Committee's approval. »Respondent must inimedietely notify tiie_. _

‘Cominittee, in w'riting, ofthe start date of supervision. If i)icker has faileci to secure
a supervisor within twenty bnsiness-days from tne start of . probation,' he shall -
cease 'pr.ae:ticing psychology until a supervisor is seeured. Dicker shall be

responsible for any payment associated with the supervision. Supervision
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inciudes, but is'not iimited to, monthiy on site face-to-face review of cases, and

review, approval, and co-signing of written reports such as case notes, intake

assessrrients', test reports, treatment plans, and progress reports.

4 ' Inthe event the supervising psychologist becomes unable or decides notto

~ continue serving in his/her capacity as a supervising psychologist or otherwise

ceases to serve as a supervising psychologist during the period of probation, then

Dicker shall:

a.

within three (3) business (lays of being riotiﬁed of the supervising
psychologist’s inability or decision not to continue servihg as the'.
supervising psychologist, or otheryvise learning of the need to
secore a supervising psychologist,_advise the Committee in w‘r_iting_". .
that he is needing to secure a supervising psychologist and the

reasons for such change; and

" within twenty (20) business days of being noﬁﬁcd of the.

supervising psychologist’s inability or decision not to continue -

© serving as the supervising psyéhologist, or otherwise leamihgof :

the need to secure a supervising psychologist, secure a supervising

psychologist pursuant to and in accordance with the terms and

conditions set forth in this agreement. After twchty (20) business '

days, Dicker shall not practice if he has not secured a supervisor.

10 -



(5) The supervising psychoiogist shaii be vested with the administrative

bauthority over all matters affecting the provistotx of psychological health services

provided by Dicker so that the ultimate responsibility for the wevlfare of every | B

client is maintained by the supervising psychologist.

(6)  Dicker’s supervisor must report at leaet once every three months on

Dicker’s cbmplianee with this Joint Stipulation. Reports must be received

before March 1, Jtlne 1, September 1; etnd December 1 of each year. Itis

Dicker’s responsibility to ensure that these reports are provided ina ttmely

manner.
, 3 Upon the expiration of the disciplinary period, bicker’s license as a psychologist
“in Missouri shall be fully restored, provided all provisjidns of this Joint Stipulation and all other
require'_ﬁtents- of law _have been satisfied. |

4. | If the Committee ‘determines that Dicker has violated a term or eottdition of his
_discieline, vo.r has otherQise failed to comply with the:ptpvisions of Chapter 337, RSMo, which
violatiotl 'would‘be actionable in a proceeding before the Committee or the Adr_ninistrati\}e’
Hearing CortltniSsion ora Circtlit Court, the Committee may"ele'ct to pursue any lawful remedies
or pfocedures afforded tq_it, _and is not bourtd by this Jeint Stipulatiotl and'its seleetion of
: retttedies cbnce_ming_ SLtch‘ViélatiOtl '
5. The patties to the Joint Stipulation ’underetand that the Comrrtittee wtll maintain |

thie agreement as an open record of the Committee as. prov_ic_led .in Ch_apter 337, 610, and 620,
RSMo. |

>
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6.  Eathparty agrees fo péy ali their own fees and expenses incurred as a resuit of this
case, its litigation, an_d its settlement. |
| 7 Tne ‘terms of thfs Joint Stipulation are cnnfractual, legally enforceable, and
binding, not merely recital. Except as otherwise contained herein, neither this Joint Stipulation -
nor any of ité provisions may be .changed, waived, discharged, or terminated éxcept by an
instrument in writing signed by the party againsf whom the enforcement of the change, waiver,
discharge, or terminafion is sought. | |
8. Dicker héreby waives élintll’rleleases the .Cofnmittee,its me.mb}ers and any of its
emnloyees, égents, or attorneys, including any former Committee members, employees, 'agents.,
and attorneys, of, or from, any liaBility, claim, actions, causes of action, fees, costs énd expenses,
and compensation, including, but not fimited to, any claims for éttorneys fées and ex‘penses,‘
_ including any claims pursuant tn § 536.087, RSMo, or any claim ém'sing under 42 U.S.C». § 1983,
which m.gy be B‘aéed upon, arise out of, or relate to any of t:he matters raised in this litigation, or -
' from thé; négnti'ation or execution of this Joint SAtipuil‘ati(‘)n.A The nartiés acknowledge that this
pafggrépn .i‘s severabl¢ from the remAaining portions of this J oint Stipulation in that it ‘surv'iyes in
perpetuity even in the eyent that any court of law deems.thi_s Joint Stipulation or any port_ion
thereof void pr'unénforceable.
9. _This di.sciplinaryvorderWill bé effective immédi;itely'upon thé issuiance of the
Conscnf _Ordér of th'e_‘ Cdmmissinn without further action by eiﬁher party.
. In considerati_on of the fc.ire.go'ing-, tne parties 'consent to _thé entry of record and app_roval

.~ of this Joint Motion for Consent Order, Joint Stip’ulétion of Facts, Waiver of Hearings Before the

12



Administrative Hearing Commission and State Committee of Psychologists, and Discipiinary |
Order and to the termination of any further pfoceedings before the Administrative Hearing

Commission based upon the Complaint filed by Petitioner in the above-styled action.

RESPONDENT _ PE,TITIONER
Ronald Dicker - B Pamela Groose
Executive Director

State Committee of Psychologlsts
 Date Aﬂr‘c 7 92&08 ) Date QH ‘A J3 2008

JEREMIAH W. (JAY) NIXON
Attorney General

L @%&@v

 “David Wells | Ronald Q. Smith
' . ' - Assistant Attorney General

One US.Bank Plaza - 149 Park Central Square

St. Louis, MO S Suite 1017
‘Telephone: (314) 552- 6000 o Springfield, MO 65806
Fax: (314) 552-7000 : Telephone: (417) 895-6567
ST : Telefax: (417) 895-.6448 .
| Attoméys_ for Respondent | | RN Attomeys for the State Commlttee .

of Psychologlsts
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