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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE STATE COMMITTEE OF
PSYCHOLOGISTS AND JAMES BECKER
REGARDING DISCIPLINE OF THE LICENSE OF JAMES BECKER-:

I.

Céme: now <§:;;;_——;;:;;E) and the State Committee cf

Psycho]ogists and enter into this Agreement for the purpose of

resolving the question of whether James Becker's Psychologist

~license will be subject to discipline.

James Becker (hereinafter "Licensee) understands that
this Agreement is in lieu of a trial-type hea:ihg of the charges
oy the. Administrative Hearing Commission where he would have

the right to appear and be »represented  by legal counsel; the

-right to have all charges proven upon the record by cocmpetent

and substantial evidence; the right to cross-examine any
' . . . ’ }

witnesses appearing at the hearing; the right to a decision upon

the record by a fair and impartialv.administrative hearing

commissioner concerning. the’ charges pending, and subsequently,

the right to a disciplinary hearing befdre the State Committee

of FPsychologists at which time evidence in mitigation of

discipline may be presented; and the right to a claim for
attorneys fees and expenses. Being aware of these rights, the
partiés knowingly and voluntarily waive each and every one of

these rights and agree to abide by the terms of this dccument,

in 1lieu of proceedings before the Adminisgtrative Heszsring

Commigsd or.
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.Psychologists to the following facts:

IT.

Liéénsee hereby stipulates wifh the State Committee of

1. The State Committee of Psychdlogists "the Committee"
is an ‘agency of the State of Missouri created and established

pursuant tovSeétion 337.050, RSMo for the purpose of executing

and.enfdréing_the_proviéions of Chapter 337, RSMo.

2. The .. Licensee - is . licensed by .the Committee as a

Psychologist, License No. PY00727.  The Licensee's Missouri

license is current and active.
3. Ihfiate 1987, Respondent\began therapy with pétient

A.L., who ‘Licensee subsequently diagnosed as a = borderline

personality;A

4. Licensee’  failed to maintain the ‘appropriate

i therapistfpatient boundarylwith patient A.L. in that: -

A. Licengeei accepted social invitation to patients
apartment;
B. ’Licensee invited patient to his home. Licensee

y

was- in the hot tub when the patient arrived, and

Licensee .allowed the patient to visit him in this

‘seﬁting.

C;W The‘patient and her boyfriend‘game to Licensee's
‘home~during_za_dispute. Licensee.invited’tﬁem in to
discgssftheir‘problem. Licgnseevinvited the‘patient

to spend the night on his couch following the

incident.



D. Licensee shared several details of hisvpersonal
. : life with patient.
5. Through these behaviors, Licensee mishandled  the

4therapeutic boundary with patient A.L.
| 6.i Licengeé’s‘ actions comprémised the effectiveness 6f
the therapeutic intervention.
7. Cause exists. for - discipline against Licensee's
PsYéhologist Licensé Pursuant to Section 337.035, RSMo.
| | CITI.
© In light of the. foregoing. stipulation of facts, Licensee
~and the Committee hereby consent and agreev'to the following

disciplinary action to be imposed against' -license number

PYOO0727 . effectiVe the date this document is signed by the

"ommittee.
A

By ;agreément of the parties, Licenée No. PYOD727 of

Jameé Becker is placed on probation fpr a périéd of five (5)

Yeérs'under'the £ollowing térms»and-conditions:

A'l. Within éne (1) year.of the effective date of this
'agreement, Licénsee must complete a professional
education «course on the topic ' of individual

psychotherapy approved by the State Committee of

Psychologists. Such course must be taken in a

, department of péychology from a regionally

accredited university for graduate credit of no
‘less than three (3) semester hours. The licensee

‘- ' must obtain a grade of B or higher. in the
A\ .
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course. Readingé‘cburses; correspondence courses
or independéﬁt study courses are unacceptable.

Within one‘(i) year of the effective date of this
agreement, Licensee must complete a profeésional

education course on the topié of ethics approved

.by the State Committee of Psychologists. Such

course must be  taken in a department of
psychology from . é' regionally aécredited
university»>fof gradhéte ;redit of no less than
three (3) seméster hoﬁrs. The licensee must

obtain a grade of B or higher in the course.

Readings courses, correspondence courses or

independent study courses are unacceptable.
During the probationary period, licensee must
inform ‘ licensee's clients/patients _ that

licensee's work as 'a professional pSYChologist is

Qnder_ probation by the State Comhittee of

Psychologists.. Licensee . must obtainl written
verification thaf each patient/client ‘that
licensee treats, evaluates, or consults.has been
so informed.

During» the. probationary period, licensee's
practicé as‘a‘professiogal psycholdgist shall'be
supervised on a weekly basis by' 2 psycholbgist
approved - by the State Committee of
Psychologists. If licensee has failed to secure

a supervisor within twenty’ (20)  Ggays from the




start of probation the licensee shall cease
practicing psycﬁology until a ysupervisor is
secureo. Supervision includes ' full order and
' control' of licensee's practice .of professional
psychology by the supervising | psychologist.
Licensee  shall be responsible yfor any payment
associated with the supervision.

In the event the supervising psychologist becomes

unable or decides not to continue serving in

his/her capacity as a supervising psycholcgist or.

otherwise ceases to serve as a supervising

psychologist during the period of probation,

" then, the respondent shall:

a) within three (3) business days of being

»notified of the supervising psycholegist's

inability or decision not to continue serving as

‘the supervising psychologist, - advise the State

' Committee of Psychologists in writing that he/she.

is_needino to secure a supervising psychologist
and the reasons for such change; and

b) within twenty- (20) " days of being
notified of the supervising psychologist's

inability or decision not o centinue serving as

4

the supervising psychologist, or otherwise
learning of the need to secure a supervising
psychologist, secure a supervising psychologist

pursuant to and in accordance with the terms and
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10.

conditions set forth in this stipulation. After

twenty (20) days, the licensee shall not practice
if he or she has not seciired a supervisbr.

Licensee's  supervisor must report every six

‘months to the State Committee of Psychologists on

licensee's = progress. It is licensee's
responsibility to ensure that these reports are
provided in‘a.timely manner.

Licensée‘xnay notfnéerve as a superviéor' for any
psychological . trainee, psychological intgrn,
psychological resident, psycholOgical assistant,
or any,person undergoing supervisibn'during the

course of obtaining licensure as a psychologist,

professional counselor, or social worker.

Licénéee must keep | the State Comﬁittee of
Psychologists»appraised at all'times} in‘writingh
ofilicensee's current homé and work addresses and
teiephoné numbers. | |

Licensee is required to pay ~to the State

Committes of Psycholcgistsﬁ in a timely fashion,

all requisite fees required by law to renew and

keep current 1icensee's psychology license in
Missouri.
Licensee is required to comply with - all

provisions of Chapter 337, RSMco, the rul=s and

regulations -duly promulgated by the State




Committee of Psychologists and etate and federal

primfnal laws .

11. Licensee | must provide periodic reports of
licensée's compliance with this agreement - every
three months: |

12. Af Licénseefé expense, licensee must agree to
meet with the State Committee.of Psythologists at

‘ reasonable intervals designated by the Committee.
B. Upon the expiration of the disciplinary period,‘ the
licensees license as a‘psychologist in Missouri shall be fully

restored, provided all provisions of this agreement and all

.ther requii‘ements of law have been satisfied.

- C. If the' Staté Committee of Péychologists’ determines
that the licénsee has viéiated a term or'-coﬁdition of his
discipline, : or has otherwise failed to compiy with the proviéion
of Chaptér.337 RSMo, which vioiation would be éctionable in a
proceeding_ before' the State Committee of Psycholégist or the
Administrative Hearing Commission or a Circuit Court, the State
Committee of Psychologistsb may elect ‘ﬁd pursue ‘any lawful
‘remedies or procedures afforded to it, and is not bound by this
agfeement and its selection of remedies concerning such
violation.

D. The parties to this agreement understand thét the
'State 'CAommittee of Psychologists will maintain this agreement as
an open record of the Committee as prpvided in Chaptér'337, 610,

and 620 RSMo.
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Effective this T2 é day of April, 1992.
(Effective date to be fllled in by Executive Dlrector/Secretary)
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James Becke¥ date ennis B elew date i
Licensee o Executive Director !
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Daryl R. Hylton date i

Assistant Attorney General o



