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Telehealth Committee 
Missouri State Board of Registration for the Healing Arts 

Missouri Dental Association 
3340 American Avenue 

Jefferson City, MO 65109 
 

Open Meeting Minutes 
February 5, 2016 

 
The Telehealth Committee of the Missouri State Board of Registration for the Healing Arts convened on 
February 5, 2016 at Missouri Dental Association, 3340 American Avenue, Jefferson City, MO 65109. 
 
Board Members Present: 
David Tannehill, DO, Committee Chair and Board Secretary 
Jeffrey Carter, MD, Board President 
James DiRenna, DO, Member 
 
Staff Present: 
Connie Clarkston, Executive Director 
Frank Meyers, General Counsel 
Paul Lefebvre, Associate General Counsel 
Tammy Branch, Executive Assistant 
William Smittle, DO, Chief Medical Officer 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Tannehill, who introduced the Board members and staff that 
were present and invited guests in attendance to do the same. A copy of the attendee list is attached to 
these minutes.  
 
Dr. Tannehill stated the purpose of the meeting was to have a general conversation regarding 
telehealth and the issues various practitioners experiencing.  
 
Mr. Meyers presented general information about the board, including its membership, the mission 
statement, licensed professionals regulated by the Board, the complaint process and the importance of 
a practice act. Mr. Meyer’s spoke about the future of medicine and the Missouri Medical Practice Act 
and its lack of clarity with regard to telehealth and telemedicine. However, Mr. Meyers noted that the 
Practice Act does contain minimal guidance with regard to the use of telehealth as it pertains to internet 
prescribing and collaborative practice. Mr. Meyer’s further discussed pending legislation, including 
Senate Bill 621, House Bill 1923 and House Bill 2350 and the Board of Healing Arts’ general concerns 
about the use of telehealth in current practice.  
 
Mr. Lefebvre presented information relating to the role of the Board and its mission to protect citizens of 
Missouri by licensing only qualified providers and by regulating licensee’s professional standards. Mr. 
Lefebvre presented information regarding the policies adopted by the American Medical Association 
(AMA), American Osteopathic Association (AOA) and Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB) 
relating to telehealth, licensure and the physician-patient relationship. Mr. Lefebvre then updated the 
group about measures other states have implemented in recent years to regulate and facilitate the use 
of telehealth. Mr. Lefebvre reported that some medical boards issue special purpose licenses, several 



Missouri State Board of Registration for the Healing Arts 
February 5, 2016, Open Meeting Minutes 

       Page 2 of 2 
 
 

have adopted border state reciprocity, and thirteen (13) states have joined the Interstate Medical 
Licensure Compact. Mr. Lefebvre reported that states appear to universally recognize the importance of 
establishing the physician-patient relationship and maintaining a consistent standard of care. 
 
Dr. Tannehill opened the floor for discussion about the future of telehealth and the impact it may have 
on licensure and regulation, inviting attendees to share how their professions utilize telehealth 
technology and how it may affect patient care.  The attendees provided feedback for the Board, 
supporting the position that telehealth is simply a part of the practice of medicine, requiring a physician-
patient relationship and maintaining the appropriate standard of care.  The attendees also discussed 
licensure issues, including license portability and the importance of possessing a Missouri license to 
treat patients located in Missouri.   
 
Dr. Tannehill concluded the meeting by thanking the participants and advising that he would be offering 
a committee report to the full Board at its April, 2016 meeting.  
 
Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:45 p.m. 
 


