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due to an lncreaslng demand of skin grafts within qur cornmunlty, Mid-America,
FRNEAI4AE Serlds 1s Eoimmitted ta providing i tyries of sKIF grafis for transplant to .
lir hedical community and patlents I need These lncreastng needs mean that we will
ﬂ!kemveﬂng Kif In .2 dnﬁ‘erént fashion over the next ‘few weeks. Danor familles
ress: their *appredatlon for- belng given thé optioh of donation - extending skin

i lé mdre mmﬂpes l\em even mare redplenrs

Historieally; skif wal re\:avefed wlth 2 dermatdme recnverlng sklﬂ about on I!
thibusantith of an inch thick, This type of donation has had its: ch'alfenga for embalmlng
éﬁhé mirvﬁ'iﬂ ls cht. ‘ms*’:hln sItI’n 1s currénﬂy be’lhe i ed on, Bum vlctlms
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Starting in luly, M‘IS will also begin recovedng ‘full thickness’ skin from a decedent’s
DR, Pledse note that¥his full thickness skin recovered from a donar’s back would ke
dissected ta the subcutanenus fat or fasclal margin. While this Is a thickef skin recgvary
f#ydn you may have previously experienced, embalmars have noted that the removal of
tﬁe\lashnafrpléxus actually minimizes the loss of bodlly fulds commonly assoclated
with'skin doriation. Thistype of skin danation enables the dermallayer of the skin to be
tHnspIanted 1A 3 vartety of reconstruction followmg tumor removAl,

i‘blald ki the réstoratloh process, we have attached some suggestians/embalming
hﬁidellnes Wé also have two ficensed funeral directors on staff that are avallable to
Aabswer questions about restoration and/or embalming. Younger skin danors will

‘pimarily donate ekin for burn patients:and the older donors will primarily donate the
‘fUII thlcknass’iskin.

WL appteclate your commitment as an aftercare professional to reaching our shared
‘iirpose: to éxtend the.reach of each danor tissue and to offer ‘more life-enhancing and
Tiféurestoring transplarits for thase In need. We hope that you will contact us with any

quesﬂen, ¥Ou May iiye — prior S these denatioris, or after 2mualming one of these
&5 of donations. Without your expertiseipthe restorative arts, we would not be able
tB' partner with.you to prcwlde excellent sefvice ta the danor famllesmour ©
lnmunitles
sh\cerely,
LnBas ~
lmhda Martin

§émor Director, 'I'»ssuei Work System
/i

e I IVGE s through excellen C€ in ORGANM &TISSUE donation.




General Embalming Suggestions for the Full Thickness Skin Donor

® Pack the procurement site with a phenol based cauterant.

Wrap the donation site with plastlc wrap to minimize fumes and ensure penetration by
the phenol.

Set features and arterially embalm the body. A higher index than normal may be
needed, as well as more concentrated solutions may be needed.

Use drying fluids per your normal process, and avoid humectants.

Preservative gels may be helpful. Five to eight hours of drying time may help optimize
preservation of procurement sites.

Post-embalming, a highly absorbent preservative compound may be used inside the
unionall for additional drying/preservation assurance.





