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Missouri Acupuncturist Advisory Committee  
September 2, 2011 – 8:00 a.m. 

Conference Call Number - 526-5712  
Toll Free Number - 866-630-9350 

Division of Professional Registration 
3605 Missouri Boulevard - Jefferson City, Missouri  

 
Notification of special needs as addressed by the American with Disabilities Act should be forwarded to 
the Missouri Acupuncture Advisory Committee, P. O. Box 1335, 3605 Missouri Boulevard, Jefferson City, 
Missouri 65102 or by calling (573) 526-1555 to ensure available accommodations.  The text telephone 
for the hearing impaired is (800) 735-2966. 
 
Except to the extent disclosure is otherwise required by law, the Missouri Acupuncture Advisory 
Committee is authorized to close meetings, records and votes, to the extent they relate to the following: 
Chapter 610.021 subsections (1), (3), (5), (7), (13), (14), and Chapter 324.001.8 and 324.001.9 RSMo.  
 
The Committee may convene in closed session at any time during the meeting. If the meeting is closed, 
the appropriate section will be announced to the public, with the motion and vote recorded in open 
session minutes. 
 
Please see attached agenda for this meeting. 
 
Attachment 
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Tentative Open Agenda 
Missouri Acupuncturist Advisory Committee  

September 2, 2011 – 8:00 a.m. 
Conference Call Number - 526-5712  

Toll Free Number - 866-630-9350 
Division of Professional Registration 

3605 Missouri Boulevard - Jefferson City, Missouri  
 

Call to Order          Jane Van Sant 
 
Roll Call              Loree Kessler 
 
Approval of the Agenda   
 
Approval of Open Session Minutes 
 July 8, 2011        Conference Call Notes 
 August 12, 2011 Advisory Committee Minutes 
 August 17, 2011 Mail Ballot Minutes 

 
Auricular Detox Technician  
 
Jason Hackler 

 Acupuncture Detox Technician Supervisor Information 
 
Meeting Schedule  
 
Motion to Close  
Pursuant to sections 610.021 subsection (14), 324.001.8 and 324.001.9  RSMo for the purpose of 
discussing investigative reports and/or complaints and/or audits and/or other information pertaining to 
the licensee or applicant, section 610.021 subsection (1) RSMo for the purpose of discussing general 
legal actions, causes of action or litigation and any confidential or privileged communications between 
this agency and its attorney, and for the purpose of reviewing and approving closed meeting minutes of 
one or more previous meetings under the subsections of 610.021 RSMo which authorized this agency 
to go into closed session during those meetings. 

 
Adjournment 
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ACUPUNCTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
JULY 8, 2011 1:15 P.M. 

CONFERENCE CALL NOTES 
 
On this date the Acupuncturist Advisory Committee facilitated a conference call to discus and gather 
information regarding the acupuncture detox technician regulation. Jason Hackler, advisory committee 
member served as conference call facilitator. 
 
Conference Call Participants 
Kathleen Coleton, Acupuncture Advisory Committee Member 
Jason Hackler, Acupuncturist Advisory Committee Member 
Chris Powell, Kansas City, President Acupuncture Association of Missouri 
Michael Max, St Louis Treasurer Acupuncture Association of Missouri 
Afua Bromley, St. Louis, LAc 
Sara Bursac, Ashland National Acupuncture Detoxification Association Representative 
Lynn Maloney, Columbia, LAc 
Sage Norbury, Lees Summit, LAc 
 
Staff 
Loree Kessler, Executive Director 
Jeanette Wilde, Executive I 
 
Mr. Hackler provide an overview of the conference call format and requested each participant 
announce their name before commenting. 
 
Afua Bromley – Provided information regarding her experience as a supervisor of detox technicians for 
5 years. Ms. Bromley explained the statutory language was based upon the experience of Greg Boyle, 
LAc’s working in a detox clinic in the Kansas City area. Ms. Bromley added that based upon her 
experience she was not in opposition to decreasing the supervision through a graduate format such as 
three months at four hours per month; the decrease to 1 hour face to face per month, then electronic 
format. Ms. Bromley noted that once a program is underway and detox techs are experienced, 
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supervision can be reduced as long as the LAc does not see problems. By months three or four, a LAc 
would likely spend the majority of the one hour supervision in direct observation and checking records.  
 
Chris Powell – Sited Maine and Colorado’s requirements. Indicated that a minimum number of hours of 
supervision needs to within the regulation. Mr. Powell added that his experience with detox technicians 
was similar to Ms. Bromley’s. 
 
Jason Hackler – Verified that conference call participants had received the table and information 
provided by Ms Bursac. 
 
Sara Bursac – Summarized the information she had reviewed regarding supervision for detox 
technicians was “as needed” noting variations amongst the states. Three months time frame for direct 
supervision is a considerable amount of time. Generally, licensed acupunctures must be on site while 
the detox treatments are occurring referring to the states of Georgia, South Carolina and New York. 
Supervision is general with onsite consult is usually what is encountered in other states. Missouri 
appears to be the most active in requiring supervisory meetings. Some states have MDs as supervisors 
or licensed acupuncturists. 
 
Kathleen Coleton – Discussed that some states are similar to Missouri and recommends no change at 
this time. Looking at the data and other states, Missouri appears to be in the middle. 
Pointed out that 17 of the 18 states NADA stated as not having supervision, do have supervision by the 
physician or a LAC.  The last one was unclear about supervision. 
 
Sage Norbury – Question on supervision and if detox techs are doing a lot of treatments with 
supervision and does that have an impact? Compensation for supervision is not addressed in the 
regulation. 
 
Kathleen Coleton – Reimbursement is up to the program director and/or source of funding. 
 
Jason Hackler – Has payment been an issue? 
 
Afua Bromley – Public protection is the board’s role, not whether financial viability is there. Addressing 
what minimum supervision is needed to keep the public safe. 
 
Sage Norbury – Noted the small number of patients treated versus hours of supervision required. 
 
Michael Max – Once a program is up and running, there could be a reduction in supervision over time. 
What are the milestones that need to be met to justify less time for supervision? That could be spelled 
out within the regulation. 
 
Lynn Maloney – Looking at gradually reducing supervision hours after three months. What dangers are 
due to lack of supervision?  Have not heard of that happening. 
 
Jason Hackler – Provided his experience in working in detox treatment via a non profit and private 
practice. Supervision is needed and a timeframe such as one hour per month with a supervisor update 
every two weeks would be a format for supervision. Added, decreasing supervisor hours would only 
happen after three months and only if licensed acupuncturist supervisor felt the program and detox 
technician were ready for less face to face supervision 
 
Kathleen Coleton – Addressed volume of treatment versus supervision noting that more supervision is 
needed at the beginning, even though number of treatments may be lower. 
 

September 2, 2011 Open Agenda 
Page 4



 

 3

Sage Norbury – What is needed for supervision and how people want it delivered. 
 
Jason Hackler – Summarized Sage Norbury’s and Michael Max’s comments. Looking at scope of 
practice and how NADA and AAM responded to Joplin disaster. 
 
Kathleen Coleton – Disaster response is based upon the Governor’s proclamation. 
 
Michael Max – Governor makes determination? 
 
Kathleen Coleton – Responded that, in hindsight, the Governor’s office could be petitioned. Noted that 
she had queried DPR twice. 
 
Sage Norbury – Auricular detox technicians providing acupuncture during a disaster could be practicing 
without a license. 
 
Jason Hackler – What can be done regarding disaster response? 
 
Michael Max – Reported that according to his state senator, disaster situation is Governor’s call. Could 
petition Governor's at that time.  Noted that if law would be amended to accommodate disaster 
situations there is a risk for amendments that are not beneficial. There is an inherent danger when you 
open up the law. 
 
Jason Hackler – Asked AAM and NADA to draft disaster language. 
 
Sage Norbury – Asked Ms. Bromley if she has supervisor forms for the purpose of documentation. 
 
Afua Bromley – Forms to become a detox supervisor are available from the advisory committee office. 
 
Kathleen Coleton – Explained that the LAC supervisor needs to document the program and  identify 
the detox technicians that will be supervised. 
 
Sara Bursac - Commented on NADA and public safety noting that if there is more flexibility, more types 
of programs can develop. She added that to her knowledge there had been claims of a safety breach. 
 
At 1:58 p.m. the conference call concluded. All participants were thanked for their input. 
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Title 20—DEPARTMENT OF
INSURANCE, FINANCIAL

INSTITUTIONS AND
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION
Division 2015—Acupuncturist Advisory

Committee
Chapter 4—Supervision of Auricular
Detox Technicians and Acupuncturist

Trainees

20 CSR 2015-4.010 Supervision of Auricu-
lar Detox Technicians 

PURPOSE: This rule outlines the require-
ments for supervision of auricular detox tech-
nicians.

(1) An auricular detox technician (hereinafter
technician) shall insert and remove acupunc-
ture needles in the auricle of the ear only. The
points where a technician shall insert needles
are limited specifically to the points known as
Shen Men, Lung, Liver, Kidney, and Sympa-
thetic as described and located by the Nation-
al Acupuncture Detox Association (NADA)
or other national entity approved by the advi-
sory committee.

(2) A licensed acupuncturist shall provide
supervision of a technician. For the purpose
of this rule, electronic communication is
acceptable for supervision if the communica-
tion is visually and/or verbally interactive,
and no more than fifty percent (50%) of the
supervision shall be by electronic means.

(A) A licensed acupuncturist shall be avail-
able on-site or by telephone or pager when
the detox technician is providing services as
defined in 20 CSR 2015-4.010(1).

(3) Each technician shall meet with the
licensed acupuncturist supervisor face-to-face
a minimum of two (2) hours per week every
two (2) weeks for each detox program utiliz-
ing the technician. The technician must
obtain at least four (4) hours of face-to-face
supervision within a calendar month for each
detox program.

(4) The licensed acupuncturist must exercise
professional judgement when determining the
number of technicians s/he can safely and
effectively supervise to ensure that quality
care is provided at all times.

(5) Any duties assigned to a technician must
be determined and appropriately supervised
by a licensed acupuncturist and must not
exceed the level of training, knowledge, skill,
and competence of the detox technician being
supervised. An acupuncturist may delegate to
a technician only specific tasks that are not

evaluative, assessment oriented, task selec-
tive, or recommending in nature. 

(6) The licensed supervising acupuncturist is
responsible for the professional conduct of a
technician functioning in the acupuncture set-
ting and performing procedures as defined in
section (1) of this rule.

(7) Duties or functions that a technician may
not perform include, but are not limited to:

(A) Interpretation of referrals or prescrip-
tions for acupuncture services;

(B) Evaluative procedures;
(C) Development, planning, adjusting or

modification of acupuncture treatment proce-
dures;

(D) Acting on behalf of the acupuncturist
in any matter related to direct patient care
that requires judgement or decision making;
and

(E) Any acupuncture service performed
independently or without supervision of a
licensed acupuncturist. 

AUTHORITY: sections 324.475, 324.481,
and 324.484, RSMo 2000.* This rule origi-
nally filed as 4 CSR 15-4.010. Original rule
filed July 24, 2001, effective Feb. 28, 2002.
Moved to 20 CSR 2015-4.010, effective Aug.
28, 2006. Amended: Filed June 27, 2008,
effective Dec. 30, 2008.

*Original authority: 324.475, RSMo 1998, amended
1999; 324.481, RSMo 1998, amended 1999; and 324.484,
RSMo 1998, amended 1999.

20 CSR 2015-4.020 Supervision of
Acupuncturist Trainees

PURPOSE: This rule outlines the require-
ments for supervision of acupuncturist
trainees.

(1) An acupuncturist trainee (trainee) shall
practice acupuncture on members of the pub-
lic while under the direct supervision of a
licensed acupuncturist. For the purpose of
this rule direct supervision shall be defined as
control, direction, instruction and regulation
of a student at all times.

(2) In order to qualify as a trainee, the indi-
vidual shall be enrolled in a course of study
authorized by the advisory committee. 

(3) Acupuncture programs certified by the
Accreditation Commission for Acupuncture
and Oriental Medicine (ACAOM) are consid-
ered acceptable programs for the training of
acupuncture. 

(4) Programs that are not certified by
ACAOM shall consist of a curriculum that is

at least three (3) academic years in length
with a minimum of one hundred five (105)
semester credits or one thousand nine hun-
dred five (1,905) hours of study. The cur-
riculum shall be composed of at least:

(A) Forty-seven (47) semester credits
(seven hundred five (705) clock hours) in
Oriental medical theory, diagnosis and treat-
ment techniques in acupuncture and related
studies;

(B) Twenty-two (22) semester credits (six
hundred sixty (660) clock hours) in clinical
training; and

(C) Thirty (30) semester credits (four hun-
dred fifty (450) clock hours) in biomedical
clinical sciences; and

(D) Six (6) semester credits, (ninety (90)
clock hours) in counseling, communication,
ethics, and practice management.

(5) Any duties assigned to an acupuncturist
trainee must be supervised by a licensed
acupuncturist and must not exceed the level
of training, knowledge, skill, and competence
of the individual being supervised. The
licensed acupuncturist is responsible for the
acts or actions performed by any acupunctur-
ist trainee functioning in the acupuncture set-
ting.

(6) Trainees shall not receive compensation
for any acupuncture services.

AUTHORITY: sections 324.481 and 324.487,
RSMo 2000.* This rule originally filed as 4
CSR 15-4.020. Original rule filed July 24,
2001, effective Feb. 28, 2002. Amended:
Filed March 15, 2004, effective Sept. 30,
2004.  Moved to 20 CSR 2015-4.020, effective
Aug. 28, 2006.

*Original authority: 324.481, RSMo 1998, amended 1999
and 324.487, RSMo 1998, amended 1999.

CODE OF STATE REGULATIONS 3ROBIN CARNAHAN (11/30/08)
Secretary of State

Chapter 4—Supervision of Auricular Detox Technicians and Acupuncturist Trainees 20 CSR 2015-4
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